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THE MINTMASTER'S QUILL: An Editor's Prerogative 


My Friends, 


Their national motto is 'a mari usque ad mare'; a line in "America, The 
Beautiful" sings "from sea to shining sea". Their national day is July lst, just 
three days before our own July 4th. Their nation is a continental-size country just- 
ly proud of its grandeur, as we are also of our great natural wonders across our 
vast country. Much of their nation's past is interweaved with our nation's own past. 
The longest unguarded border in all the world we share, as equally a common tradition 
in law and for individual liberty. We are neighbors, the two treat democracies on the 
North American continent, the United States and Canada. They are the Canadians. 


It is a sadness of our past and our present that we Americans have this tend- 
ency to look upon Canada, our neighbors, the Canadians, as just but a place to the 
north, great for travel and its majestic natural beauty. 


For American coin hobbyists used to Lincoln Cents and Morgan Dollars, however, 
Canadian numismatics offers a whole new collecting interest with many positives be- 
ginning with how much we are similar and how much we share. 


For Your Editor, collecting Canadian coins has educated him much more quickly 
and painlessly about Canada, its people and their past, than reading tens of books. 


The Royal Canadian Mint--the home Mint in Ottawa, Canada's capital and the new- 
er modern facility in Winnipeg--has an internationally won reputation for its crafts- 
manship and innovation plus support and service to numismatics. When our United — 
Mint began a few years ago its Prestige Sets, it borrowed the concept and even the 
packaging from what the Royal Canadian Mint had been doing for years. 


Whereas it was a three decade drought with commemoratives in our country, the 
Royal Canadian Mint had an established credible commemorative program with its annual 
series of Specimen Dollars and Olympic coinages and with much less politics long be- 
fore our Congress with much politics and Mint enacted one. 


It was the Royal Canadian Mint that first issued popular gold bullion coinages, 
before our Congress and Mint even began to consider it. 


Canadian numismatics is a desirable collecting pursuit and offers provocative 
interests: Canadian dollars, extremely priced good as compared to our Morgan Dollars, 
bank tokens, provincial coinage something akin to our colonial coinages, bank note 
issues like our own national and broken bank issues, large cents as well as small 
cents, proof sets plus bullion coinages, and so forth. 


For American coin hobbyists, weary of the traditional collecting interests, 
angered by an indifferent national policy on our coinage, and unable or unwilling to 
pay increasing prices for many United States coins, Canadian numismatics offers an 
exciting and enthralling new collecting interest. 


However, more important than these pragmatic reasons compelling one to begin 
collecting Canadian coins, it should not be forgotten that the Canadians have been 
our neighbors these past two centuries of peace and common destiny. Further, we share wy 
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1989 Coin Show and Exposition 


& Will be on the Third Weekend of September, September 21, 22, 23, and 24, 
1989, Thursday thru Sunday, daily 10:00am to 8:00pm and Sunday 10:00am 
to 4:00pm at the Cathedral Hill Hotel, Van Ness and Geary, San Francisco. 


Repeated attempts to relocate and to select a suitable new site have 
been fruitless. The correct combination of cost, location, parking, size, 
and service have not been found; thus, most reluctantly, President 
Robert Mish has authorized the 1989 Coin Show and Exposition again be 

at the Cathedral Hill Hotel, hoping this one will be the last at this 
Hotel with a new site in 1990. 


President Mish welcomes any and all suggestions as to sites and ideas. 
Please write to him at: 


Robert Mish 

NCNA President 

PO. Box 937 

Menlo Park, CA 94025 


The Bourse Coordinator will again be: 


Ron Miller 

Fremont Coin Gallery 
3769 Peralta Blvd. 
Fremont, CA 94536 


S All other details for this year's Coin Show and Exposition are pending. 


Coin Show Coordination 


Again, it is reported that Ron Miller, NCNA's First Vice-President 
remains willing to act as a clearinghouse and information source for 
local coin club coin shows within northern California, hoping as such 
to assist in scheduling dates and avoiding conflicts. Coin clubs are 
urged to contact him at his business address, given above, or call him 
ob ip af -Yoh ae - G  © o a: e o 
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POSTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION: Two Coin Shows This March 


Two Conflicting Coin Shows 


Regretfully, there are two coin shows this March 19th, the Third Sunday: 
the one day Napa Valley Coin Club's 25th Annual Coin Show and the two 
day Sacramento Valley Coin Club's 7th Annual Spring Show. 


The two day Spring Show of the Sacramento Valley Coin Club is there 
semi-annual coin show which will held at a new location, the Elks' Hall, 
@ 6446 Riverside Blvd., Florin Road West Off I-5, Sacramento. Your Editor 
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GOLD MINER DIGGINGS: NCNA News and Happenings 


1989 Officers 


Have been elected, and they are: 


Robert Mish, President 

Ron Miller, First Vice-President 
Constance Perham, Second Vice-President 
Edward Sins, Treasurer 


To fill the vacancy in the position of Secretary, President Robert Mish 
has selected and appointed Moses Reis of Travis Air Force Base for the 
1989 term. 


Next Board of Directors Meeting 


Is scheduled for the Third Wednesday evening of January, date 18th; 
however, as this Issue of NCNA Heads and Tales goes to print, no in- 
formation as to location, agenda, and time have been received. 


Coin Club Delegates are welcomed to contact the new NCNA Secretary Moses 
Reis as to details on this Board Meeting; his mailing address is: 


Moses M. Reis, Jr. 

NCNA Secretary 

207 Armstrong Street & 
Travis Air Force Base, CA 94535 


April Board of Directors Meeting 


Will be definitely held at the 17th Annual Vallejo Coin Show, this April 
30, 1989, Sunday, starting after 3:00pm in the Green Room of Dan Foley 
Cultural Center, site of the Vallejo Coin Show, Dan Foley Park, Tuolumne 
Street at North Camino Alto, Vallejo. 


President Robert Mish is very concerned with increasing participation at 
NCNS Board of Directors Meetings by local coin clubs. The primary reas-n 
for NCNA again holding a guarterly Board of Directors Meeting at this 
year's Vallejo Coin Show is to encourage local coin clubs to send Club 
Delegates by having it somewhat more convenient. 


Dues Increase 
As reported in the April Issue of NCNA Heads and Tales, effective Jan- 
uary 1989, the new dues rates are: 

Club Members, $10.00 per year 

Individual Members, $5.00 per year 


These new annual rates will be effective as new members join and as 
current members renew their memberships. 
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BRANCH MINT REPORTS: Club Happenings 


© Have been receiving bulletins, newsletters, or news releases from 
these Coin Clubs: 


Gateway Coin Club 

Delta Coin Club 

Peninsula Coin Club 

Fresno Numismatic Society 
Sacramento Valley Coin Club 
Alameda Coin Club 
Livermore Valley Coin Club 
Solano Silver Round Club 
Greater Houston Coin Club 
Redwood Empire Coin Club 
Napa Valley Coin Club 
Fremont Coin Club 

Liberty Numismatic Society 
Pacific Coast Numismatic Society 
San Jose Coin Club 
Cupertino Coin Club 

Los Gatos Coin Club 

Diablo Numismatic Society 
San Francisco Coin Club 
Fairfield Coin Club 
Vallejo Numismatic Society 


Gateway Coin Club Had a 'Dog Eat Dog Contest' at its September lst 
a Meeting; a contest for the worst-looking coin by condition and 
wear was won by TERRY WOODWARD by a single vote over CATHY HOFMANN. 
The October 6th Meeting heard RON MILLER speak. December 15th was 
the date for the GCC's Annual Holiday Banquet held at the Mansion 
House in Merced. 


Delta Coin Club Your Editor will allowed DCC's long-time Editor of 
its Newsletter SYD KASS an opportunity to 'blow-off-steam': "Delta 
Coin Club has been receiving bulletins/newsletters on a regular 
basis from the following area Clubs: 1. Alameda Coin Club, 2. Fair- 
field Coin Club, 3. Livermore Valley Coin Club, 4. Napa Valley Coin 
Club, 5. Northern California Numismatic Association (NCNA), 
6. Sacramento Valley Coin Club, 7. Stanislaus County Coin Club, 
8. Redwood Empire Coin Club, and 9. Vallejo Numismatic Society. As 
a measure of reciprication we too send these Clubs our monthly 
Newsletter. It is my firm belief that this is what it's all about: 
Clubs sharing their ideas, events, and knowledge. I tried to ex- 
press this to NCNA but only to deaf ears. In the past few years, 
I've seen a closer relationship amongst a few Clubs with more 
following this trend. It could also be the fact that so many members 
hold memberships in several Clubs. This war particularly noticed 
during the Vallejo Numismatic Society's recent 'Jefferson Nite'. 
Let's keep that cooperative spirit moving and alive". Thanks, SYD. 


B Peninsula Coin Club Remains active and presented a 'special thank you' 


© 
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to these members for their sales of five or more drawing ticket 
books to the recent November 13th Annual PCC Coin Show raffle: 

FRED VAN DEN HAAK, DON BARSI, RICH DOUGLAS, AL LO, and STAN TURRIN 
Themes for the past recent PCC Meetings have been: October 10th, 
Coin Tales, November 14th, Foreign Coins, and December 12th, Christ- 
mas Coins. The PCC meets on the Second Monday of each month in the 
Board Room of California Federal Savings, 2180 El Camino Real, 
between California and Stanford Avenues, Palo Alto; meetings are 
open to all interested coin hobbyists and start at 7:45pm sharp. 


Fresno Numismatic Society Elected its 1989 Officers at the November 8th 
Meeting; they are: BILL FEBUARY, President, PHIL PLETNER, Vice- 
President, RUTH PHILLIPS, Secretary, and DICK BIER, Treasurer. JOHN 
PETERS will remain Editor of the FNS' The Fresno Numismaist. The 
FNS had donated books to the Fresno Public Library in an attempt 
to promote both the coin hobby and the Society itself. A report 
noted that "nothing needs to be said when you find out that 30 of 
the 32 books donated have been checked out at least twice". Great 
idea that other coin clubs might try. 


Sacramento Valley Coin Club Writes that the Exhibit Winners as its re- 
cent October 22nd and 23rd 3lst Annual Coin-O-Rama were: First, 
JAMES PEOPLES, 'Dollar Coins of the United States', Second, 
TIMOTHY LEWIS, 'How Good is 'Good'?', and Third, MADERA DE LA 
SECOYA, ‘Israeli Commemorative Bronze Medals', with Junior First 
being MIKE LEWIS, 'Eisenhower, The Coin'. SVCC Junior Member also 
wrote a short article for the September SVCC Newsletter titled 
'The Carson City Coin Press'. DAVID SHOWERS presented two recent 
SVCC Meeting programs: September 28th, Game Counters, and November 
23rd, Private and Pioneer Coinage. 


Alameda Coin Club Elected its 1989 Officers: MIKE NEICOFF, President, 
GEORGE CERVELLI, Vice-President, WILLARD SPIERSCH, Treasurer, and 
HALLIE KOONCE, Secretary. October llth Meeting was its Other 
Hobbies Night; however, no listing of who and what was reported in 
the ACC's Thick and Thin Times. Could someone from the ACC write 
SO a credit can be given to those in the next issue of NCNA Heads 
and Tales? DAN HOOVER spoke at the December 13th Meeting on his 
main interest 'Collecting Large Cents'. 


Livermore Valley Coin Club Heard DR. GRACE DEVNICH speak in detail on 
the So-Called Dollars of the 1894 California Mid-Winter Festival 
at its October 18th Meeting. HOWARD KOSANKE, "LVCC's walking 
encyclopedia of numismatic facts and figures", talked on Five Cents 
Coins and the Jefferson-Type in particular at the LVCC's November 
15th Nickel Night. The LVCC seems to have added a special entice- 
ment to encourage attendance at its monthly meetings: an On-Time 
Drawing Prize for those who arrive on time or early to help with 
set-up and a Final Drawing for those "who stay until the end" which 
has been a Mexican Gold Two Peso. 


Solano Silver Round Club Presented certificates for Distinguished Ser- 
vice Award at its Annual Christmas Party last December 8th to: 
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Liberty Numismatic Society Coins-of-the-Month Drawing have been: Oct- 


MARIE WILLIAMS, MOSES REIS, and HAROLD SALAS. At the same meeting, 
the SSRC's 1989 Officers were elected: STAN TURRINI, President, 
HAROLD SALAS, Vice-President, MARIE WILLIAMS, Treasurer, and MOSES 
REIS, Secretary. The SSRC will hold its Annual Gathering at the 
annual Vallejo Coin Show this April 30, 1989, last Sunday of the 
month. This gathering is open to all silver enthusiasts. 


Greater Houston Coin Club Celebrated the Fifieth (50th) Golden Anni- 


versary of the Jefferson-Type Five Cents Coin at its November 17th 
Meeting with Vice-President CHARLES TEMPLETON talking on Thomas 
Jefferson and Editor CHRIS JOHNS on the Five Cents Coin itself. 
December 15th was the date of the GHCC's Annual Party coordinated 
by ALAN PERRY. 


Redwood Empire Coin Club Held its Annual Dinner last November 2nd at 


Los Robles Lodge. The RECC will be deciding soon to reschedule its 
Meeting's date and annual Coin Show so as to avoid conflicts with 
other Coin Clubs. Plans will be reported later. RECC will also be 
celebrating this March 1989 its Fortieth (40th) Anniversary, 1949- 
1989. NCNA and Your Editor extend and express on this special 
Anniversary our best wishes and hopes to the RECC and its members 
for the past four decades and a prosperous next four decades. 

Coin Clubs and coin hobbyists interested in extending their own 
congratulations may write to: "RECC, PO Box 9013, Santa Rosa, CA, 
95405". Please express your thoughts to this Coin Club. 


Napa Valley Coin Club Had its Old Timers Night last September featuring 


only coins a hundred years or older as various drawing prizes. Dec- 
ember 21st was the date for the NVCC's Third Annual Gold Night. 
NVCC will hold its 25th Annual Coin Show in the Main Building of 
the Napa Town and Country Fairgrounds, 575 Third Street, Napa, on 
March 19, 1989, Sunday, 9:00am to 5:00pm. Free Admission. Exhibits, 
drawings, and coin dealers. GENE FEIERSTEIN is the Bourse Coordi- 
nator; he may be reached by calling '707-252-7621'. 


Fremont Coin Club Meets on the Second and Fourth Tuesdays of each month 


at the Elk's Hall, site also of its Annual Coin Show, 38991 Farwell 
Drive, Fremont, at 7:30pm. Guests and all coin hobbyists are always 
welcomed. Heard renowned numismatist DAVID LANGE review his vaca- 
tion to the American Numismatic Association's (ANA) Annual Summer 
Seminar at the August 9th Meeting; his fine presentation included 
slides of the Seminar and his trip. DON BARSI, respected silver 
round authority, has become FCC's new Librarian. December 13th was 
the date of the FCC's Christmas Party coordinated by FAYE MCALISTER. 


Ober 4th, Eisenhower Dollars, November lst, Any Pre-1967 Silver 
Canadian Coins, and December 6th, 40% Silver Kenneday Halves. The 
December 6th Meeting was the LNS' Annual Christmas Party. DAVID 
CIENIEWICZ spoke on United States Pattern Coins at the LNS's Nov- 
ember lst Meeting. The LNS meets on the First Tuesday of each month 
in the Millbrae Library, corner of Library and Magnolia, Millbrae; 
doors open at 7:15pm, and Meeting begins at 7:45pm. 
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Pacific Coast Numismatic Society September 28th was the date for the 
PCNS' Annual White Elephant Auction which brought in $155.00 to @ 


the PCNS Treasury: "Then STEPHEN HUSTON went to work, in his 
inimitable (thank Goodness!) fashion as the evening's Auctioneer. 
What bargains the absentees missed! Especially any who needed a 
brief case with four large photo albums for 50¢ or an overnighter 
for 25¢. You also missed the annual redistribution of the Mondrian 
Flower Pot Holders. STEVE HUSTON himself bid then in at $1.50 and 
bestowed one of each on LARRY REPPETEAU, DAVID CIENIEWICZ, and 
GLOVER CAGLE. Stay Tuned! But, there was lots more. The PCNS Trea- 
Sury grew by $155.00. It is likely that the MATTHEW ROCKMAN house 
will have a new wing to accomodate all the literature he and his 
mother carted home. Good thing, too, because ED FULWIDER was not 
there". At the October 27th Meeting STEPHEN HUSTON spoke on 'An- 
other Numismatic Adventure in London', and the November 30th Meet- 
ing had several members share their numismatic experiences. Dec- 
ember 28th Meeting was the Annual Holiday Party, ending 1988. 


San Jose Coin Club Celebrated its 500th Meeting last September 14th at 
which each member in attendance received a souvenir copper medal. 
The total mintage was two hundred with seventy-eight medals dis- 
tributed that Meeting plus two to the SJCC Curator. It was report- 
ed that the Rip Van Winkle Award issued by the SJCC Editor was 
"conferred upon long-time member NEIL LOCKLEY, who was present 
at this Meeting. We have not seen NEIL at a meeting in about 
twenty years. It seems that the last time we saw him, he said that 
he was going bowling. Welcome Back, NEIL". ED SINS spoke at the 
October 12th Meeting on the 'Cob Money of Mexico and Peru' which & 
included an "extensive display of coins from his personal collect- 
ion". The November 9th Meeting had CHRIS ARCHER and DAVID LANGE 
reviewing their experiences at the American Numismatic Association 
(ANA) Summer Seminar last Summer 1988. 


Cupertino Coin Club Held its Annual Youth Night on October 7th; three 
talks were presented by "NATHAN MILLER, whose talk on the 'Coins 
of Israel' was very thorough and informative, JOSEPH WANDRY, with 
help from Papa KEITH, whose topic was 'Space Medals', and MICHAEL 
BAER, whose speech was 'Coins of the Carribean'. Everyone did an 
excellent job of researching their material and presenting their 
talks." November 4th Meeting heard GARY ACQUISTAPACE on ‘Nevada 
Gaming Tokens', and December 2nd was the CCC's Annual Holiday 
Party. The CCC, which has a strong youth interest, meets on the 
First Friday of each month at 7:45pm in the Multi-Purpose Room of 
Lincoln Elementary School, 21710 McClellan Road, Cupertino. 


Los Gatos Coin Club On December 15th celebrated its Silver Jubilee 
Twenty-Fifth (25th) Anniversary with a dinner and dance at Los 
Gatos' Villa Felice Lodge. The LGCC club medal for this Anniversary 
with a net mintage of sixty-seven, will soon be available. There 
were twelve medals also minted in solid gold. The LGCC meets on the 
Fourth Wednesday evening at Mercury Savings, Blossom Hill Road and 
Pearl, San Jose. Mailing address for the LGCC is: "PO Box 5075, 

San Jose, CA, 95150". 
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Diablo Numismatic Society Heard DR. HOWARD C. LONSDALE at its Septem- 

ber 15th Meeting talking on 'Old Medical Instruments’ using his 

Ss own large and varied collection. Repeated reports describe it as 
the finest talk ever given at a DNS Meeting. The October 20th Meet- 
ing had STAN TURRINI talking on the Iowa Half Dollar. The November 
17th Meeting had a special series of Show 'n Tell mini-talks: 
SALLY MENDENHALL, Napolean's Tomb, KARL MANTHEI, Coin Boards, DR. 
NORMAN GLOSSMAN, Letters, DALE BRYANT, Fakes and Forgeries, SUE 
MANTHEI, Hitting the Royal Flush Twice at Poker, MOSES REIS, 
Silver Rounds, and STAN TURRINI, Recent Coin Find. December 15th 
was the DNS Second Annual Christmas Pot-Luck hosted by Chef and 
current President MIKE STANLEY. Bingo, lots of food, and much fun 
made the time go by. 


San Francisco Coin Club Reports in deep sadness that one of its Charter 
Members and for many years its Treasurer PAUL SNEDEKER passed away 
last December 9th. Actively involved with his wife CAROL for many 
years not only with the SFCC but other coin clubs, he had been in 
poor health in recent months. September 27th Meeting was Other 
Hobbies Night for the SFCC: GEORGE HAM, Kites, HALLIE KOONCE, 
Buttons, BILL KOONCE, First Day Covers, MIKE STANLEY, Baseball Cards, 
FRANCE WALL, Garage Sales Items, HANS HANSSON, Philatelic Items, 
and GARRETT JOHNSON, Martial Arts Demonstration. The speaker at 
the SFCC October 25th Meeting was HANS HANSSON on Swedish Coinage. 
November 22nd Meeting had the SFCC's Annual White Elephant Auction 
auctioned by the team of STAN TURRINI and MIKE STANLEY. December 
27th was the SFCC's Annual Christmas Pot-Luck Party with Santa Claus. 


es Fairfield Coin Club Heard DIRK SMIT speaking on the Titanic at its Oct- 
ober 26th Meeting. November 23rd Meeting was the FCC's Semi-Annual 
White Elephant Auction. The FCC cancelled its December 28th Meeting 
due to the Holidays. At the Fairfield Coin Club and Vallejo Numis- 
Matic Society's Second Annual Joint Christmas Party on December 17th 
current FCC President JOE SIROIS was bestowed the FCC's highest and 
most coveted award the Rich Neil Memorial Award in recognition of 
his positive influences and service to the FCC as its President 
these past five years. The two living recipients of this Award made 
the presentation, JAN HENKE and STAN TURRINI. The Second Annual 
Joint Christmas Party had over one hundred members and guests 
gathered in the Hospitality Room of Fairfield's Anheuser-Busch 
Brewery. The Mega-Raffle brought in $954.00! There was over $2000.00 
value in the Raffle and Door Prizes. If you do not believe that 
figure, then you missed a great evening of food, fun, and fellow- 
ship. Much of the success of this annual event goes to JAN HENKE, 
long-time FCC Secretary and booster. 


Vallejo Numismatic Society Elected its 1989 Officers: MIKE STANLEY, 
President, HAROLD SALAS, Vice-President, MOSES REIS, Secretary, 
and STAN TURRINI, Treasurer. The September 7th Meeting had DIRK 
SMIT talking-on the Titanic. November 2nd Meeting was the VNS' 
‘Jefferson Nite'; the speaker was noted Jefferson authority DR. 
FRED STRIPP, and a full roll, forty total, of choice 1950D Five 

a Cents were given away as Door Prizes. 


_ 
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From Page 4: 


has received no information on this two day coin show; however, the & 
Bourse Coordinator is: 'Dennis Pacheco, PO Box 160122, Sacramento, CA, 
95816; 916-369-3483'. 


The one day 25th Annual Coin Show of the Napa Valley Coin Club will 

be in the Main Building of the Napa Town and Country Fairgrounds, 575 
Third Street, Napa. There will be Free Admission with easy access and 
lots of free parking. Coin dealers, drawings, and displays will be the 
program. The Bourse Coordinator is: 'Gene Feierstein, PO Box 3583, Napa, 


CA, 94558; 707-252-7621". 


Needless to say, all NCNAers are urged to attend either. 


From Page 2: 


with our neighbors so much, and so much of our mutual destiny in the future will be 
linked. Thus, through numismatics one can learn a more sincere appreciation plus 


admiration for our neighbor, Canada. 


Best Wishes in 1989 To All and Thanks. 
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